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l1w ear]." hl'.S_'~l_Ol·.Y 0.:-.·.· tl-ll' 'J-J}o Pl,,]'tl'"
.I - - ·0 1. \. , .. - "1 the region fro:n SuscoJ. (Vallejo) 

to Colusa (Kelus) I is .ctlmost totally unkno,w, both to scholars <1n(l to the 

general publtc. Pj~io::.: to about: 1321 the h:Lstory of the region is \{holly 

Indian and undl 1850 it is pri.marily IndG-AChicano. 

It seems a sh2..me that the schools of Solano, Yolo and Colusa counties 

,"lore lar;:;0.1y unable to (~oGal effectively Hith the story of the region, but that 

situation is not unique. Huch of Califo:rnia I s rich heritage is currently 

u..navailahle to the public becau::; € Anglo-oriented colleges have gcneJ~ally 

refused to encouraGe the i-ndepth study of Indian and J:-12xican-Ame.rican his tory. 

The establishlIlRnt of ))egana",7ida..~;-QuetzalcoatlUniversity, bet,oJeen Davis 

and Hinters, Hill help to correct this situation since Indian and Chicano 

scholan: will be able to study the first 10 or 20 thouc;anrl years of the region IS 

history t teachers "Till be able to take courses in this subj eet, and school 

children will be able to visit comprehensive museum exhibits. 

As &1 example of the \vealth of infonnation to be derived from research 

\-lhich will be performed at "D_Q,ll let us review some facts relating to early 

travelers in the region. 

Probably the eaJ:lies t traveler in Yolo COl..L.Lty, kno"m by name t ,vas 

Samyetoy (Solano), a chief of the Suisun Indians. A1Jout the year 1800 Solano 

ll'lade a business trip nor-til to Chiuructo (Churuptoy), a village locate.d on 

Cache Creek just north\oJ2st of 'i°Joodland (at Yolo). While the:ce, Solano Has 

ta'en by e h locc'll brT1'or1, '.Thtom he proceeded to carry off as his wife.k t h c,arms 0:f a _~ .,u 

Her fatheJ: l vlHh the aid of all:Les from the Clear Lake region, sought to 

· 11"" 1~ '1";1 TI"o;o!':: Ch°.l° ur',~?:cto g';1'l, l:lt·.e.r kno',,1 as Is;do1'arecover 1H::r, b uc a ... 01" "'va.... ~- .) ... - - \ ... 



Solano, proved to be. a good \'life for Solano. In 1874 she dictated her 

memoirs for posterity, probably being the first Woodland-born person to 

be so lIonored. She lived out her last years at Sachyma ;·lontis near Suisun. 

/ 

In 1821 Luis Arguello led a Spanish-·;'!exican expedition Llto the region) 

via the l:strecho de los Carquines (Strait of the Karlei)?::
Ii 

Indians). The party, 

Hith tYlO Indian interpreters and guides (i-larin and Rafael), traveled overland 

to Suisun and Tone1as (on the plain of Suis1.m). On the following day (Oct. 23) 

they journeyed north\,rarcl to the village of the Ulul1'\o People (at Vacaville) 

and then on to the vilJage of Libayto (Liwaito) at Winters (on the banks of 

the Rio de Sa.."':l Pedro) Kapa lh"ai, or Putah Creek). At Ulu1ato there ,·7ere only 

thirty li_cntilc::,:,. (non-Christians) along \<lith some Christian Indians. 

On October 21 Arguello had sent on ahead some Ululato aad CanucCly,llUS 

converts resident at San Francisco \olho '-"ere being allm"ed to visit thei l' homes. 

They \"ere sent ahead to reassure their relatives that Arguello I s expedition 

Has not going to carry them off. This vlas necessary because many Indians from 

the region had already been seized or lured a\vay to San Francisco and San Jose 

missions. For example) on April 2 and 16, 1821, 54 Ululato children Here 

baptized at San Francis co "rhile on June 15. 1821 some 80 Ululato adults ,,,ere 

./ 
baptized there. Similarly, Indians [ro;n Ululato and Putta (Pootahtoy) were 

baptized at San Jose before 1821. 

Arguello fOMd that the Ululatos Ylere at Har Hith the Gualactos (Halactos), 

possibly the people of Guiritoy (three hours south of Kolus) or of Gualactole 

(north of Ukiah). 

IiThe Spaniards found that Li\.Jaito had ho)'ses enough for 400 people but that 

.only 50 were present, the rest being mmy gathering seeds. 1u1 il1;p:ression was 

gained that the Liv-laitos had never seen soldiers and vere afraid of horses. 
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Arguello and his men crossed Putah Creek and camped on the llopposite bank,ll 

thus indicating that LiHaito \'las on the south side of the stream. 

On October 24 the expedition~ guided by some Li\vaitos. joun:.eyed north­

,,,ard f01- 4 1/2 hours to where they met some Indid";, gathor:Lnr, SG'cds. Tbe 

natives fled to the neighborhood of the Village of Chila (perl1aps Chi ta or 

Kachituli) located on the banks of Cache Creek at the edge of an oak forest 

(bet\\reen \.,Toodland and Hadison). The people of this town (,,,hich had about 

900 inhabitants) Here very angry at the intrusion but an old Suisun ,{O:,lan 

living tilere and Rafael, the expedit.ion I s interpreter) ,>"ere able to arrange a 

peace. 

Guides were obtained from the chief men and the soldiers passed on two 

leagues (about 4 to 5 miles) to a camping spot, perhaps near Chiuruct.o. On 

October 25 the party continued on to Garay (probably Yoloy. Yolotoy. or Yoloy 

at Knight I s Landing). 'rnis tmm was !'fortified Hith a stockade, "'hich formed 

a Hall; it presente.d a. very pleasant vieH because of its situation~ its land 

although uncultivated seemed very fertile, since it has an abundmlce of wild. 

grapes. Its inhabitants exceed one thousand souls •••• 1t They greeted the 

Spaniards saying "Elley, buey, guerete, guerete" \'1hich meant "Helcol1'.e, Helcome, 

it is good, it is good." The Spaniards carared on a nearby forested little hill 

along the Sacramento River, receiving presents from the Indians. 

Arguello learned that twa Europeans had earlier visited the village of 

Guiristoy to the north, some time before. Possibly these Here Russians from 

Fort Ross. 

In the afternoon the Spaniards marched on, (now to the north\-les t) along 

the river for four leagues with involuntary guides from Yolotoy. 0:1 the next 
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day) after' c;j.ght hours of trovel) the exp('~dition TCilched the to'i-ffi of Guiritoy 

;' ./ /'( or Guilitoy), Ilsituated on the ban;{s of the Rio Jesus Naria (Sacramento) on 

a spacious plclin; it fronts upon a spacious gr~ve of large oaks a Sl1llshot avay 

which form D. line of iilOn~ Ulan 10 leagues; its inhabitants exceed 1,700 souls 

of both sexes including three Villages Hhich are branches of it, the one is 

fO"~ldu. t·.O th,e_ ~,_leL"~L 0'11e cannol'.~,"j,lO·t ~W<1'T",y,. ,.. Cl"ot"l'ler at l't_~o- bacITc,and vorv_.; c'.L ase ,Cll""ndc" ~ 

the other on the opposite bank of the river.1! (The Indians of Gu:i.1itoy Here 

I 
prob3.bly the IlH{111:Lel! group uhich inhabited the Grand Island area as late as 

the 1880's a.T1d ",ho \vorked for the farmers of Yolo County. Kroeber gives the 

village names as NaI.Vidihu, Palo, N31-nachaysen and Koshempu). 

The Guilitos Here frightened by the arrival of the Europ(~ans and a battle 

ensued, in Hhich at least one Indian was killed and the Spaniards lost a mule 

10adeJ Hi th c&rtridges. Peace \vas later res tored and on the afternoon of the 

21th tbe expeditiofl reached the village of Capa (Kapah) on the river at the 

mouth of Cortina Creek. 

On the next day) the fJoldiers passed north to Coru (Kolus) and Chao The 

t\.;'o tmms, Vlhich "JerE; near each other, each had about 1,500 inhabitants. Indians 

came out to greet the travelers in a friendly manner carrying "various flags. I! 

(Kroeber) using data of a much later date) placed the village of Rashi just north 

of Koru and that of d1a much farther north, just below Princeton). 

On the 29th the expedition acquired new guides and marched north along 

the river, passing the villages of Teroti, Hutulrabe, Dacdac cmd Pachi. After 

/' 

eight hours of travel they camped at the village of Sunus. Here they had 

reached the end of the area where their interpreter could be understood) and 

{rom nm.;' on) fo1." the rest of their jourTJcYt they had to depend upon sign 
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language. SUllUS l-laS, therefore, the southernmost village of the X01:lilaki 

or Hintoon Indians, near B'-.ltte C:Lty, ,vhile the reGion passed throuGh hc:t:e­

tofare "'as inhabited by people speaking the <:lpp,~~rently closely-relatc~~d Poo­

eh-,dn and PRtvin dialects. (Kroeber later pL:.ces the viJ.;_ages of Tarno. 

Kach:Ll, Haltere, Cha, and Bodope along the route of the 29th. Tarno might 

be Teroti and Hutulrabe migh t be the same as Haltere). 

On the 30th the Spa>1iards traveled nort.h to the villages of Cheno and 

L 
.11ali (Yali), an 8 1/2 hour journey. On the next day they left the Sacra_inento 

River, traveling to the \-lest to the Stonyford region. In subsequent days 

they I"ere among the Shoteah (Stonyford or Salt romo) , '-lho had been visited by 

C 
tHO men on horseback (probab ly Russians) and I<7ho possessed bluX" cloth &'1d ,,1.­

blue tunic obtained via other Indians from the Russians. 

The Spaniards then made their I-lay back to the Bay Area via the Russian 

River valley ~nd Petaluma. 

Thus one finds that in 1821 the Solano, Yolo, and Colusa County area 

"las inhabited by numerous Indian peop le wi th comparatively large to'iffiS. Each 

one of these to'iv"'11S has, of course, its Olv'D. distinctive history, a history '-lhich 

D-Q University will help to uncover in the near future. 


